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I ntrOd u Ct I On Us in Northwest Argentina

We spent a year travelling slowly through South
America exploring white sandy beaches, bug-
Uee”] cng e™l% lIghp&\Zii*] fhng
villages and elegant colonial cities. We danced
the tango, learnt Spanish, sampled local wines,
galloped horses through Wild West scenery,
drove through lunar landscapes, got up close
with alligators and monkeys in the Amazon
rainforest, volunteered at a remote Andean
school, and trekked amongst giant wax palms.
All while making a living as digital nomads.

In this ebook we share a selection of our fa -
vourite places on this vast continent—some are
well known and others more off the beaten
mkz\d' P” ]Jb]Jg m oblbm ~o”kr \hngmkr bg Lhnma

America, as we prefer to travel slowly, so rath -

er than being a comprehensive guide this book
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About Us

We are Simon Fairbairn and Erin McNeaney, a British couple who sold
everything to travel the world forever.

In 2008 we spent a year travelling around the world and experience d
more in that year than we had in the previous ten. We met some wonder -
ful people, saw some amazing places and did some incredible t hings.
It was awe-inspiring and beautiful and frustrating and scary an d excit-
ing—it was everything but dull.

Hg hnk k”mnkg mh ma” ND% p” _hng] bm o%tkh baA
Kkhnmbg”® mazZm p~] e~ _m [*abg]' Ma” fhk# Enk¥Z e
fneZzm”] cngd% ma” m~A]lbhnl k*i*mbmboXpWg h”qgivekb g maVoZ g
phke] Zg] Zee h_ ma” hiihkmngbmr hnm ma”“k”"% p” ImEhnlerdemh Un

So we decided to head off again, but this time we left for good. We sold everythi  ng we owned,
jnbm hnk ch[I1% k*gm”~] hnm hnk ahnl*"% [hn am]zZzahg]M pbAmnm ond”ine Z2m
pbma JAImbgr'Lbg\® FZk\a +)*) p® o [""g e kZoYve dmgZ emgphf HHkZg] fZ
living from our travel blog and iOS app business Voyage Travel Apps' P~ li~rgm hnk UkIm r:
South America and then moved on to Central and North America, Europe and now Asia.

We write about our travels and the highs and lows of being a digital nomad on our blog
Never Ending Voyage
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ed, and limited our stay to Rio state. A few months later we popped back over the bor -

der from Argentina on a day trip to visit the Brazilian side of the immense Iguazu Falls.




a city of over 11 million people and hear no

mkzZ_ U\ ghbl”*8 LZgmZ M~AKk”IZ bl Z
with a small town vibe that feels a world away

from the busy centre and the soulless high-
rises of the southern beaches. The streets are
green and tree-lined, and we watched birds

and even a monkey in the banana trees next

to our guesthouse.

Bm | Z gtb alhnkahh] ihinezZzm”] [r
Santa Teresa, Rio tourists, and the street art is evidence of the
artists that live in the area. The pretty, sleepy
plaza of Largo das Neves, with a tiny white-
. . washed church and a couple of bohemian,

S aﬂta Te resa, R I O d e \] a.n e I rO open-sided bars was our favourite place to pass

the time sipping beer, eating surprisingly good

pizza and people watching. If you want to ex -

i"kb~rg\» Kbh |l _Zfhnl gb ameb_ "%
We loved the vibrant energy in Rio from the lively samba sceneinLa pa Z *) fbgnm” pZed ZpZr Jhpg abee
mh ma” cfufdoefamgsrat Maracana Stadium and the beautiful people Ug] fzgr 1Zf[Z \en[l Zg] Z an ~ ?kb]
of Ipanema Beach, but what surprised us most was its quieter side. We  street party.
stayed in the historic hilltop neighbourhood Santa Teresa and fell for
its cobblestone streets, colourful street art, crumbling colon ial mansions
and peaceful European-style plazas. Where else can you wake up in Santa Teresa: An Alternative Side to Rio

NeverEndingVoyage.com



Hotel Tip: Accommodation is expensive in Rio and Villa Leonor in Santa Teresa is great value for an ensuite dou- _
[e” khhf' Ma” \knf[er [nm ZmmkZ\mbo” ~Zker +)ma \“gmnkr IThkmn n”~I* obeeZ blg m

mZbger Zg Zmfhlia”rkb\ Zg] mkZgjnbe ieZ\* mh ImZr* Ma”k” Zk” hger Ibg khhfl ¥
we loved the chilled out verandah surrounded by banana and mango trees, with great views of the city.



llha Grande

Pabm” IZg]r [*Z\a™l Zg] chg «

For white sandy beaches and turquoise sea against a backdrop of lush gree n hills head to llha
@kZg]*"% hger *.)df _khf Kbh'" Bm | ghm Zg nmgablkmdR*|ablié¢ ZgPUb gp b
daily appearances, but the atmosphere is very relaxed and the main vill age Abraao is still pleas -
Zgmer IfZee' Bm | 2ZIr mh ~I\Zi®» ma” \khphl*[cngo@Bhgmmabhinma prd m
Afimr [~Z\a”l' Ma” fhim _Zfhnl [~Z\a bl Ehi*l Frgi]th Zgd’celngbd (babm?
Is stunning and its size and isolated location
fAZg bm | ~Zlr mh Ug] Z Imk"m\a-h_ |
self.

There are no cars, ATMs or WiFion llha Grande

lh bm | Z i7Z\» _ne M"\Zi» FZd” Ink’
le*gmr h_\Zla bm blg m \a”Zi Zg]
up staying longer than planned.

Read more about llha Grande:
JYrad k ;gklY NJj\]

. : \ X
lIha,Grande NeverEndingVoyage.com




Paraty

The coastal town of
Paraty is easily reached
from llha Grande or
Rio. Boat trips are avalil -
able to islands in the
ZKN"Z [nm p”™ cnlm
wandering around the
car-less historic centre
with its cobblestone
streets and pretty colo -
gbZe [nbe]lbg I'-B
laxed place to spend a
few days exploring and
chilling out in one of the
quiet plazas.

NeverEndingVoyage.com



lguazu Falls

A panoramic view of the epic waterfall

As one of the biggest tourist attractions in South America we were a little conc erned that Iguazu
?Zeel phne] ]JblZiihbgm' P g"*]Jg m aZo”™ phk'kWEXP ghmalhdk mag |Ib an
Zg bffrgl® pZee h_ pZm”~k' Bm | ]*"Ugbm”eY ki kR gimball Zrg b gk Z & Inesb Mg
different perspectives. We stayed in Puerto Iguazu in Argentina and made ad ay trip to Brazil.

The Brazilian side is all about the overview—as

you walk along the cliffside, you get a sense

of the size of the place and the sheer number

of different and interesting ways that water

\Zg mnf[e”® ho”k kh\d' MaZm | ghm
Zk"g m hithkmngbmb”l mh ""m ni
wet-walkways allow you to walk out near the

bottom of the falls - so take waterproofs!

Read more about Iguazu Falls:
The Mighty Iguazu Falls

Iguazu Falls, Brazil

-10 - NeverEndingVoyage.com



ARGENTINA

Argentina is 2,263 miles long and stretches from the rainforests of the nort heast to the glaciers in
ma” lhnma' Ma”k” | Z an » oZkb”mr h_ I\"Ze pimmm& demmpmglhZgy-Zmmlib]” Z]o g
mnk”~l mh *"gchr% ZI pree ZI ma” fhim \hlfhihebmZg \bmr hg ma” \hgmbg”~gm'

Argentina was one of our favourite countries
bg Lhnma :f*kb\Z% Zg] ma” hg”
to return to. We travelled slowly rather than
extensively focusing on Buenos Aires and Sal -
ta where we spent two months each, with side
trips to Iguazu Falls and small towns in North -
west Argentina.

Feria de Mataderos, Buenos Aires -

NeverEndingVoyage.com



Buenos Aires

P~r~ 7~ee _hk ;n~ghl :bk”l ZI 1h fhim oblbmhklI*ZBmmb Znéhiamlmpbimary
ob[® Zg] Lhnma :f*kb\Zg *g”k'r" Bm | ma” iZ2k kA iek\f* mkZ onedb g
apartment, take Spanish classes and immerse yourself in porteno life.

Learn to dance tango
or check out the very
late night night-clubs;
eat giant, affordable
steaks or seek out
ma” \bmr | “hnk
vegetarian scene;
wander around the
diverse barrios from
trendy Palermo to
gritty La Boca; drink
mate (the local herby
brew) and play guitar
with locals on a Sun -
day afternoon in one
of the huge parks in
Recoleta or Palermo;




explore art galleries and take a history tour

mh e~rZkg fhk” Z[hnm ma” \bmr |
past; delve into gaucho culture at the little-vis -
ited Feria de Mataderos 4 Zg] ]hg m _hk
eat your weightin helado bm | ma” [Alm
outside of Italy (and they deliver!).

Buenos Aires Highlights

=phdgjaf_ 9j_ ]flafY k ?2Ym][ g ;
Ways to Learn Spanish in Buenos Aires

The Best Vegetarian Restaurants in Bue-

nos Aires

Restaurant Tip: Puerta Cerrada (closed door) restaurants
in private homes are popular in Buenos Aires and make a
unique eating experience. We attended a dinner party along
with 10 others at whichlis run by American
Dan and his Peruvian partner Henri in their Recoleta apart-
fAgm' Ghm hger pzZl ma” Uo” \hnkl” “hnkf*m. frZe J~eb\bhnk :
but we also met some interesting people from all around the kz

world.

. tr.ﬁ"l_;f
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Although Argentina is often described as European the gaucho culture is distinc tly South Ameri -

\Zg Zg] rhn ]hg m aZo™ mh o*gmnk” _Zk K™ bma "L\Zgbmgp@ddé g 1qiekdkr\h bl hger
two hours from Buenos Aires so is ideal for a restful escape. If y ou can afford it stay in one of the

nearby luxury estancias, but we opted for the budget alternative—staying in a cheap hotel an d

visiting Estancia Cinacina% cnlm Z *. fbgnm” pZed ZpZr% _hk Zg "qaereBgZmbg ahkl”™ kb]" °
Z\kh!ll Ure]l Zzg] makhn a ezd"I'

LZg :gmhgbh ] :kA\h bl Z le®*™ir mhpg pbma blepbjgehbdglhZzhmbZre[hil mazm I
i“k_"\m _hk ~giehkbg' hg _hhm hk [b\r\eh UKk*"™ M prarh ielzikblimhk lihmmbg"®
*Zn\ahl Zk” [r ma” kbo”k pa”k” rhn ee Ug] marg~kib]bmgaamkipighknle] Zlabhg”"]
pulperias (traditional bars). Our favourite is La Esquina de Merti on the pretty cobblestoned

fZzbg IjnZk”™ leZsZ Knbs ]» :k”"eeZgh' Bm | ZgdkZgin iez\® hk Z ]kb

ma” "Zn\ah iZkZia”kgZebZ ebgbg ma” pbémal Bldp a
favourite hangout for beret-wearing gauchos.

Read more about San Antonio de Areco:
=phdgjaf_ 9j_ ]flafyY k 2Ym[ g ;gmfljq

Horse riding in San Antonio de Areco



Devil's Throat, Iguazu Falls, Argentina

Iguazu Falls

As we said in the Brazil section Iguazu Falls was a
tourist attraction that lived up to expectations. We
stayed in the small town of Puerto Iguazu and spent

a day on the Brazilian side of the waterfall and a

day on the Argentine side. They are different experi -
Ag\M Zg] bm | pfee phkma oblbmbg™ [h
to see on the Argentine side as a network of trails
lgZd” makhn'a ma” cng e” e*"Z]bg- mt
points of the 275 waterfalls that make up Iguazu

Travel Tip: Take the super cama Falls. We got to the park early and had the peaceful

(also called tutto letto ) overnight upper and lower trail circuits to ourselves.
bus from Buenos Aires for the

most comfortable 17 hour bus ) ) ) . .
The highlight is th rgant | Diabl I=A | MakhZm™" AKkN rhn-i™M"Nk
mkbi rhn ee AoAk Aqinkb e highlight is the Garganta del Diablo obe a pa

went with Via Bariloche and form into the thunderous volume of water that the main waterfall p roduces. The falls
TN IR AT ZkM Ik _hk\*"_ne mazZm ma~k”" | Z irkfzgrgm _"kh\enn ] kih Z kilg
sonal TV screens playing quality & rhn pbee "m p m Bm | Zg bg\k”*]b[e”™ hg’amhZop "maB] mZs1
VML RN BPAI RN BIREY ko full moon so we took advantage of the once a month opportunity t o visit the Gar-
BELIE Sl HIELT SErves) 2L e ganta del Diablo again at night. Seeing the falls glowing in the moonlightwas magical.

[*"Zm' Bm | ma” hger [nl
pr o mzZd~rg mazZm p” ]b
to end.

The Mighty Iguazu Falls

NeverEndingVoyage.com



A relaxed city where modern meets traditional

We passed through Salta in Northwest Argentina on our way to Bolivia and although

potea Zeligiamal e Ze g aeathtrnshelimeZe i ey hilehe:higp=% cp AoA gdvs] 2 mit Livigd-b g:.
(1 laxed city. We loved its beautiful colonial buildings, leafy central plaza, carefree,
| laid back atmosphere, bustling produce market, mountain views, listening to
local folk music at the pefia La Casona del Molino , and the

| frequent occurrence of watching hundreds of gauchos
S riding into the city for one festival or another.

LZemZ blg m i*k_~\mer ik~I~k
ly touristy. A traveller might see g
all the attractions in a few days
but for us it was a good spot
r; to live for a while and expe -
~“ rience Argentine life outside of
"~ the capital.

Read more about Salta:




Road Trip Northwest Argentina

Canyons, cacti and colourful mountains

Salta is the starting point for one of the best
road trips we have ever taken through red rock
canyons, past giant cacti, multi-hued moun -
tains, pre-Incan ruins and with a stop at the
vineyards of Cafayate. We loved having the
freedom of a car to explore the quiet roads
past dusty villages and gauchos on their hors -
es.

The basic route is from Salta to Cafayate to
Cachi and back to Salta but you can also make
phkmapabe” Ib]® mkbil mh ma” [Ze
of Salta to the Cerro de Siete Colores (Hill of
Seven Colours) at Purmamarca, the Incan for -
tress of Tilcara and beyond to Humahuaca.
Three days is the minimum amount of time
needed but a week is much better.

Read more about Northwest Argentina:
JgY\ Ljahhaf Fgjl o]kl 9] ]flafyY
JgY\ Ljahhaf Fgjl o]kl 9j_ ]flafy
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Cafayate

We highly recommend visiting Cafayate as

iZkm h_ Z khZ] mkbi _khf LZemZ%
ihilb[e® ma~rg <Z_ZrZm” bl Imbee |
a visit. Most people think of Mendoza when
they think of Argentine wine but Cafayate is
a smaller, lesser known alternative to sample -
pbg” Zm bml Ihnk\?" Bm | Z phg]*k &
sunny town surrounded by red rock moun - =
mzZbgl Zg] obg~rzk]l' <Z_Zrzm~ | \
fAZgl bm | ~ZIr mh kAZ\a bodegash _ m &
for wine tastings on foot or bicycle (pick up a
fZi Zm ma” mhnkblm h_0\~™

B_rhn ]Jkbgd ni Zg Zii*m bhanCadehdg las Eimphnadas where you can sample gourmet

o"klbhg! h_ :k’*gmbgZ | \eZlIb\ iZ|dgetafahae Hoerd "hh@bma |jnZla% Zn[*"k ' bg" "%
*hzZzml \a?~I* Zg] ma” eh\Ze mhkkhgm”| pabwZipbgarfMh {856l adehnih

laderia Miranda for some torrontes or cabernet ice cream.

Bm | Zelh phkma fZdbg Z aZe_ ]Zr mkbi mghdith ekN& Bi\Zg¢ kgblgl**m bgmh Z
mountain feel like they are in the middle of nowhere and only a few  tourists make it out here. Like

many archaeological sites, a series of low stone walls is all that is left o fthe citadel but the setting

NeverEndingVoyage.com



Hotel Tip: For a splurge head to , a bou-
mbjn® ahm”e cnlm hnmlb]® h_ Mheht
_ZrZm”N" Bm | Z ["Znmb_ne LiZgbla |
a vineyard with wonderful views of the surrounding
fhngmZbgl" Ma”k™ | Z ihhe% |iZ% \ht
pbma hirg Uk~ 1Zg] Pb?b" Zg] eZk™»
spacious room had its own balcony overlooking the
vineyard with gorgeous sunset views. Best of all, it

was utterly tranquil. We got a great off season rate

so check out their special offers.

amongst the cacti is atmospheric and the views from the top of the hill
are spectacular—you can see for miles into the vast desert landscape.

JgY\ Ljahhaf

Fgjl o]kl 9j_]flafY HYjl )

7

Mountains outside-Cafayate

NeverEndingVoyage.com




PARAGUAY

Very few travellers make it to Paraguay and that is part of its attraction. WWe only saw three other tourists in ou e,

three weeks in the country and we found the local people curious, welcoming and eager to talk to us (great for rir*ac'?'f- i
mblbg® hnk LiZgbla" Ma“k® Zk~g m k~Zeer Zgr [b° ZmmkZ\mbhgl bg IZkZ RZr% pay
but instead we were pleasantly surprised by empty UNESCO World Heritage sites, charming small towns, unique local |
festivals, pretty rolling green countryside e

and a laid back atmosphere. Other

than the Trinidad ruins we would say

there are no must-sees and anywhere

you visit will be an interesting experi -

ence.

Sunset near Concepcion



Trinidad Jesuit Ruins

The Jesuit ruins of Trinidad and Jesus are prob -
Zler ma”™ \hngmkr | fhim p~ree dghp
PN oblbm”] Mkbgb]Z] Zg] bm pZI h
rience of having a UNESCO World Heritage
Ibm~ *gmbk”er mh hnkl*eo”l' Ma”™k
mation available but the red ruins of the Jesuit
mission dating back to 1712 were atmospheric

and the setting amongst the green, peaceful
\hngmkrlb]® bl eho”er" P ~“gchr?”]
around and climbing the bell tower as the sun
began to set.

The best place to base yourself for a visit to the
Jesuit ruins is Encarnacion, a pleasant if unex -
citing city. The ruins are one hour away on the
road to Ciudad del Este.

NeverEndingVoyage.com



San Ighacio

San Ignacio is a small town located between Encarnacion and Asuncion. We s topped here to visit
the Jesuit museum and torelax atthe KYf A _fY[ag ;gmflghotelthat although not as fancy
as it sounds is a tranquil place in the countryside with lots of facilities, home -cooked meals by the
very friendly family who runs the place, and unusually - WiFi.

Ma~k”~ 1l ghm fnla mh I"™ bg LZg B 'gZ\bh mhpg
[nm bm | ie*ZlZgm mh pZg]tk ZKk g - '
being the only tourists. The Jesuit musuem is lo-
cated in a beautiful old building and we got a
private tour as the only visitors there. Religious _.
Zkm”_Z\ml| Zk*g m k~Zeer hnk mg
Trinidad ruins, having the place to ourselves
added to the attraction.

)
i
-
-
i
-
-
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-

San Ignacio
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San Juan Bautista

LZg CnZg ;ZnmblmZ bl Zghma”k IfZee mhpg hgzZhahgkBEgm N giodrg* @ r
ahnk ghkma h_ LZg B gZ\bh' Ma“"k” Zk~g ml| Zgy Znrh mKZI\m bio™a nelZ|H m
Zg] f~*m ma” eh\zZel' P» azZ] Zg[gg\Meerjgh Ulklmaakii]Zzg] ~gchr”r] Ihfs
ma” _~Imbobmb”l Jnkbg> Cng” | LZg CnZge® lmboaZ & k2 shzge ePZ e etk 1

highlight.

i E! 9 HjY[la[Yd ?ma\] Ig HYjY_mY

San Juan Bautisia
: 6 9 HjY[la[Yd ?7ma\] Ig HYjY_mY
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BOLIVIA

SR et e e s Beith vd e shelbieb ZZ |, hnk _Zohn
America. It was the most challenging place we visited with some very

rough bus rides, but it was also the most culturally interesting with a
prominent indigenous culture, and some incredible landscapes from the
tropical rainforest of the Amazon region to the dizzying heights of the
altiplano . As a bonus it is also the cheapest country on the continent.




Tupiza

Ride into the Wild West

MnibsZ InkikbI”~] nl' Bm pZl hnk Uklm |Imhighgn;are plok]2 kZz _ kitk g\tkihila ~ k g
Zg]l p™ p*"k®” hger ma”k”® hk Z c*™i mhnk mhadhragbvahhkw pZ k*"Zmdp gy F
of red rock rise above Tupiza, vibrant market stalls manned by tradition ally dressed women sell fresh -

er Ijn*""s”~"] hkZg ~ cnb\~ hk )'.) Zg] pZg]*kbgtr ZkkAngmma bjgm "k Imb

The highlight is undoubtedly getting out to explore the incredible Wild W  est scenery of the surround-
bg Zk"Z% b]"Zeer hg ahklI*[zZ\d' ?hk hger *) gedhigm magk”R AhRRI [er

Horse riding outside Tupiza

past red mountains, giant cacti, ravines, canyons and crazy
rock formations.

MnibsZ bl ma” i*k_"*\m ieZ\® mh ImZkm Z
fhnl LZeZk ]» Nrngb IZem UZml!' Rhn \Zg ob
ni but the tour operators in Tupiza are more professional

Zg] hg ma” pZr rhn "m mh [*" ~o~g fhk"
amazing landscapes.

Read more about Tupiza:
Tupiza, Bolivia: Horse Riding in the Wild West



Southwest Circuit and
Salt Flats Tour

Ma” “bZgm IZem UZml h_ ma” LZeZk ]* N
fZgr oblbmhkl mh ;hebobZ% k~Z\a”™] [r Z c
We took an alternative route from Tupiza to Uyuni where

over four days and 1000km we saw a mind-blowing array of
other-worldly landscapes, all between 4000 and 5000 me -
tres above sea level,

Southwest Bolivia is a harsh, almost uninhabited region with
some of the wildest, most remote and stunning scenery we
have ever experienced. We passed blue, green, red and white
mineral lakes; multi-hued volcanoes; vast desert; llamas, v icu-
1Z1% Zg] UZfbg hl4 Zg] h_ \hnklI®» ma”r _Zfh
] Nrngb3 ma” phke] |l eZk™AIlm IZem UZml" |

Ma” chnkg”r blg m *Zlr m2Afi*kZmnk”Il Jkhi |
you stay in very basic shared accommodation without heating

hk lahp”kl'" Rhn [i*g] ni mh ** ahnkl Z ]Zr b
[nfir% kh\dr% khn a khZ]l' ;nm bm | Z[lhen
opportunity to see such an incredible part of the world.

Isla Incahuasi, Salar de Uyuni



Read more about the Salt Flats tour:
rgdanayY k KYdIl >dYlk2 Gf] Oad\ Ja\] L] Ojgf_ OYqg Jgmf\ HY]jI )

rgdanayY k KYdIl >dYlk2 Gf] Oad\ Ja\] L] Ojgf_ OYq Jgmf\ HYjIl *
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Sucre

PAr Nee _hk Ln\k™ 1| Inggr \ebfZm”% ablifet§bAmXRYablto\abhkZgpmiHZkd* m% rhnma

ful vibe and friendly people. Terracotta roofs and white colonial b uildings made us feel like we

were in Spain until we discovered pockets of Bolivia. Women in  voluminous, colourful skirts and

ehg ieZbml I"ko”™ _k”la hkZg ~ cnbAd*rhkgf prhkebmg \¥&kme]k”g ["ee ma~bk o”klbhg h_
ma” ;b BlIn*"4 Zg] ibkZzm” =0=1 Zk” lhe] hghmay azhmigm ke fdkd*m' Bm | Z
\hfiz\m \bmr mazZzm | ~Zlr mh "m Zkhng] hg _hhm

Zg]l bm | fr _Zohnkbm” ]JA"ImbgZmbhg mh mzZd” LiZg

ish classes.

Gmj ?ma\] Ilg KmJ[j]$ :gdanay

Km[j] KhYfak™ K[ 'ggd J]na]o

Of GA™~ L] :1YI]f LjY[c Lgmj-g™ KmJ[j] J]k
taurants
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Simon with monkeys at Zoo El
Refugio, Samaipata

Samaipata

Samaipata is a relaxed village in the mountains a few hours from Santa Cruz. M ost
mkZo”*ee”kl Thg m bg\len]®” bm hg ma”“bkRebrmbégk okib\laprera b
pabe”™ Zg] "gchr abd”?l% mkbil mh pZm~k _|Bee'll % g4 g4 k'\"ard "rhie
to monkeys at the Zoo El Refugio —they took a liking to Simon and he ended up with

one on his head! We also rented horses from this wildlife refuge and loved heading

off on our own to explore the countryside.

gdana¥Yf :mk @]dd2 9f AddmkIjYI]\ ?mal\]

DY HgkY\Y \]d <gd
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Amazon Rainforest

Visiting the Amazon Rainforest was one of the

few “must-do”s on our South American travels,

and while most people think of Brazil when

planning an Amazon visit, the Amazon basin

also extends to Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and

;hebobZ' =n®” mh ;kZsbe | *qi*gl® Zg] \hgmbgn?”]
deforestation we heard that Bolivia was an ex -

cellent alternative. Not only is it much cheap -

"k Zg] cnlm ZI [bheh b\Zeer ]bo”klI*"% ma”k” bl gh
kbld h_ fZzeZkbZ bg ma” cng e” Zkhng] Knkk”*rgZ
bague—the main starting point for trips.

From Rurrenabaque you have two choices: the

selva 'cng e”™" _hk ma” \eZllb\ :fZshg ~qi“kb

ence, or the pampas, a wetland savannah area

pa*k® ma” ezZ\d h_ mk”A*l fA2Zgl bm | fnla *"ZIb"k

to spot wildlife. We went on both trips and en -

chr™] ma”f [hma' Mpampas\tédps are basic and often badly run, but the canoe trip out to the campisinc redible—
alligators, squirrel monkeys, turtles and the giant rodents capybaraw ere all very easy to see along the banks of the river.
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PA ImZr~] bg Zg "\h&eh] » hk ma” cng e” B"\gZlbHg\la_fkeiknhk oY1 Igoshix
run and we had a very comfortable cabana, but it was three times the price ofa  pampas trip and

lihmmbg® pbeleb_~ pzZl ]Jb_U\nem' ?2hk rigbYkbg*g\ b thk ma bgm 14K g M.
Zg] *"gchrbg” ma”™ ngbjn” Ilhng]l% If*eel Zg] Ib’aml h_ ma” :fZshg KZ

The Bolivian Amazon: The Jungle vs The
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La Paz

P~] a~Zk] fbg”] mabg' | Z[hnm-ma” ab a Zemb
mn]® \ZibmZe h_ EZ IZs Zg] aZ]Jg m ~qi®\m~] mh
like it, but maybe it was the low expectations

mazZm e”] mh nl “gchrbg” hnk-oblbm' Ma”k~ | Z ob
brant street scene with markets and food stalls

lining the roads; indigenous women in bowler

hats carrying babies in colourful shawls on

their backs; beautiful colonial architecture

and an impressive location within a canyon,

surrounded by snowy peaks. Be prepared for

cold weather, especially at night, and take it

easy on the steep streets at an altitude of near -

ly 4000 metres.



PERU’\ ]blg m J]h Zgr h_ ma” mabg | rhn Zk” Iniihlf9]gnm |phnZeg MaN3BYrZ MkZbe %
he\Z <Zgrhg% “h 1Zg] [hZk]bg® bg AnZ\Z\abg2Z% el dM halkpmadd]@zn ~g]
what we really wanted to do: explore the less visited northern region and take a sl  ow boat into the Amazon. It was a com -

bination of exhaustion after Bolivia, illness and too much work, b  ut despite this we still had some interesting and unexpected
experiences in Peru.
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Cusco

Cusco is the most touristy place in South America but the ancient Incan city is tr uly gorgeous and

bm | ~ZIr mh ~\Zi®” ma” mhnk "khnil [r pZgd™Rbhp[eZbmagNede£érpZrl bgmh ab]
den plazas. There are plenty of churches, ruins and museums to explo re but even without visiting

ma”l”® rhn ee Ug] ablmhkr Zm ~o”kr mnkg' ndark alZeosemkb m”AbZ&PMznkahh] h_ LZg

Blas with its narrow cobbled lanes, crumbling white buildin gs, cool cafes and beautiful views of
ma” \bmr | m*kkzZ\hmmZ khh_| Zg] InkkhnyJg<rdhimghr Zbegllh phaN\HmkZkmbg™ ihbgm

for trips to Machu Picchu.

OYf\]jaf_ Yf\ =Ylaf_ af ;mk][g




Machu Picchu

The Lost City of the Incas
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Machu Picchu needs no introduction—almost
every visitor to Peru aims to visit the mountain -
top Incan ruin, either by walking the Inca Trail
or taking the touristy train to Aguas Calientes,
the nearest town. We were a little cynical about
the whole experience as prices were high for
Peru, whichever option you went with (we took
the train), but it is a beautiful place with anin -
credible setting amongst lush green mountains.
It is worth getting there for the 6am opening
time so you can experience the ruins without so

fzgr i“hie™ Zkhng] 'bm | Imbee [nIr mahn a" Zg]

have a chance to get one of the limited spots
to climb Wayna Picchu. The steep hike was a

abaeb am _hk nl ZI bm pzZlgm ]Jb_U\nem mh Ug] Z
jnb” m lihm hg ma” pZr ni mh Ibm Zg] ~gchr ma#n

views of the Incan citadel from above.

Vs
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Arequipa

Arequipa is an attractive city of white stone surrounded by three volcanoe s in southern Peru.

The Spanish colonial architecture of the historic centre and the leaf y central plaza are beautiful.

The highlight for us was the Santa Catalina Monastery. The huge conv ent is over 400 years old

and is a city within a city. High walls were built to protect the nuns from the o  utside world and

inside we found a wonderful maze of narrow streets, colourful b uildings, pretty plazas and bright

Uhp”~kl' Rhn \Zg Zelh ihd” Zkhng] ma” gngl de]k®Nadli'Z=I"[bb ™ hn
mkZ\mbhg bm | ~Zlr mh Ug] Z jnb”
or sunny plaza to yourself. The garden cafe is

also a chilled out place with good sandwiches
and cakes.
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Lima , \

We had a love/hate relationship with the bustling capital Lim a. We
azm”] ma”® mkzZ_U\% ab a ikb\*l Zg] \hgilmzZgmhhdpn]% |nm p” eho”] ma
parks along the seafront and the Circuito Magico del Agua (Magic
Circuit of Water). We have never seen anything like this park full of dif -
ferent water fountains of all sizes and shapes.

Bm | hger hi*g Zm gb am mh mzZd” Z]JoZgmZ ~ h_|ma”
multi-coloured light displays which add to the \ J
magic. The park was full of Peruvian families

and teenage couples, but very few tourists. It

felt like public art at its best: accessible, inter -

active (yes, you can get wet) and unique. The

an ™ ?2Zgmzl2Z ]blieZr pbma ikhc*\mbhgl h_ ]Zg\

ing couples onto the water synced with a music

and light show was impressive but felt a little

more Disney than art!

9deY R]f J]lna]Jo2 ?gmje]l N]_JlYjaYf
Food in Lima
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Rural Andes near Huaraz

Our most unique experience in Peru was having the opportunity to live in a  very rural Andean
community 10km outside of Huaraz where we volunteered to build a w ebsite for the NGO An-

dean Alliance’ Ma”™ \hffngbmr \Zg [Zk?er [ \Zee”™] Z obbgzZ N _cdlm[’Z dh.
Zfhg'Im U”e]l h_ \khil% \hpl% la””i% “hzZml Zd] iva[e\d\" gilk 2Md kk'mb h k
Zg] ma” khz] bl cnlm Z Im~A™i% fn]]r mkzZ\d'

It felt isolated (the trip into Huaraz was quite
a mission) but we loved the snowy views of the
Cordillera Blanca; the friendly locals; walking
past women in colourful traditional dress herd -
ing sheep; and getting invited to local events
like the inauguration of the new (and only) pre-
school for a feast of guinea pigs and potatoes.

>0”"g b_rhn ]hg m ohengm””k ebd”
IS an unexciting town but a great base to hike

or climb in the Cordillera Blanca where there

are 20 peaks over 6000 metres.

DYrq <g_ Aff 9 EgmflYaf J]Ij]Y
H]jm
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COLOMBIA

Colombia has been off bounds to travellers for many years but it is now safe to travel there and it has
become increasingly popular in the last few years. Visitors are attracted to the friendly people, vibrant
nightlife, lush green highlands and relaxed Caribbean beach towns. We spent two months living in Me -
dellin and a few weeks travelling around the country, and for us the highlight was the sleepy,
pretty pueblos (villages) of the cof -
fee region. Oh, and the diverse
range of \|dalagmk ljghan-Yd ~jmal
\en]bg” fZgr oZkb"mb~l p~ ] gfro”k
heard of before.
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Medellin

FA]"eebg aZl [*\hf™ Z ihineZk [ZI® _hk ]b bnzarel gplgf KM\ Zgorh *qZ k!’ Bm
the most liveable city in Colombia with a spring-like climate year round, views of the surrounding
hills, modern infrastructure and lively nightlife. One of our fav  ourite free things to do in Medellin

Is wander around Plaza Botero in the centre of the city and admir e the bulbous sculptures by lo -

cal artist Fernando Botero. He is famous for his paintings and sculptur es of fat people and there

are plenty to see here.

Medellin is a good base to visit some of the
surrounding pueblos. We took a two hour trip
to Guatapé, a pretty village of narrow streets
and houses decorated with colourful 3D de -
signs. You can also climb La Piedra del Peiiol
for stunning views of an extensive reservoir full
of tiny islands.

=phdgjaf_ :gl]jg k >YI K[mdhlr
Medellin
;" jakleYk af E]\]ddaf
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Jardin

The smallpueblo Jardin in the hills a few hours
from Medellin was our favourite place in Co -
ehf[bZ% Zg] Inkikblbg er rhn phg m Ug] bm bg ma~”
guidebooks. In fact we were the only gringos
in town, although Colombians from Medellin
often visit for a rural weekend getaway. We
loved the colourful colonial buildings, warm
climate, backdrop of lush green hills, friendly
people, sociable plaza lined with cafes, low
prices, and the horses and carts that roam the
streets. On Saturday nights locals ride their
horses to the main square and parade around,
showing off and stopping outside one of the
bars for a drink and chat.

CZk]2g blg m ma” ieZ\” mh \hf* hk Z\mbhg&iZ\d"]
Zlorgmnk”% bm | fhk® Z[hnm IhZdbg ni ma” phg
derfully slow pace of life and chatting to locals.

There are a couple of interesting trips though.

P~ r"gchr®] ma”® mk~"Z\a“khnl [nm “"g\bmbg" fhng
tainside horse ride to La Cueva del Esplendor
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to visit a waterfall within a cave, and the teleferico (cable car) trip for views over the town and
the surrounding green mountains, coffee and banana plantations.

BYj\+f$ ;gdgeZa¥Y2 L] LjYn]dd]j] k @gdg ?jYad
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Salento

Like Jardin, Salento is another gorgeous pueblo bg <hehf[bZ | \h_ 2~ k~"bhg' Bm |
though as many people come to hike through the impressive giant wax palmsi n the Valle de Co -

cora' Rhn \Zg Zelh "h ahkl”™ kb]bg % oblbm Z \meZY 4¢g¥ ¢ & brh g h}
countryside views. The perfect place to take a break and chill out for a while.

La Ser-
rana Eco Farm and

AP A iinkb|ml

NZnhmb kne
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Cartagena

<ZkmZzZ ~"gZ bl <hehf[bZ | fhim ihineZk mhr
and feels a world away from the highlands around Medellin

Zg] ma” \h__~~ k~"bhg' Bm | eh\Zm”] hg m:
with sweltering temperatures and a gorgeous walled old

town with colonial buildings in shades of ochre. We loved

the vibrant street life with many fruit vendors and wander -

ing around the cobblestoned plazas - Plaza Fernandez de
Madrid and Plaza San Diego were our favourites as they

were quieter and had less touts than the more popular Pla -

za Santo Domingo.



SOUTH AMERICA TRAVEL TIPS

Travel Costs

To help you with your planning here are our South America travel costs. Th is is what we spent on average per person, per
day for each country:

Bolivia: {*+ | *2" Z 1Zr _hk [ZIb\ ~qi~rgI™l 'Z\\hffh]Zmbhg% _hh]% mkZglihkm% *gm~*kmZb
l 0-+" hk IZem UZml Zg] :fZshg mhnkl% Ub aml mh ma” :fZshg k”'bhg Zg] LiZgbla e
Hl]jm2*0 ! +/" Z 1Zr _hk [ZIb\ *qi*gI™*l% ienl {21 ! *.+" hk mkzZglihkm Zg] *gmkZg\® m|
HYj) Y _mYyR2! +1" Z ]1Zr _hk [ZIb\ ~qgitgl™]!

Argentina: {*1 ! +1" Z 1Zr _hk [ZIb\ *qi?*gI™I% ienl {,2. ! .21" hk Ibg p**dl h_ LiZgbla e’
;gdgeza{vz ! " Z ]1Zr _hk [ZIb\ *qi®*gI™l% ienl {10 ! * " hk *) ahnkl h_ ikboZm” LiZg
Brazil: {-) ! /+" Z ]Zr _hk [ZIb\ ~qi*gI™1% ienl {*02 ! +01" _hk Z Ub alm _khf Kbh mh ;n”*

This is what we spent (per person) and should only be taken as a
guideline as everyone travels differently and costs depend on how
quickly you travel, how many tours and activities you do and what
your comfort level is.

We found we saved money when we travelled slowly, rented an
apartment for a month or two and cooked our own food. For
full details see our budget breakdowns for Brazil, Argentina and
HY]Y pahdg:gdanayY Y f\Trddk your travel expenses with
our iOS app Trail Wallet.



Transport

Flights within South America are expensive as there are no budget airlines li ke in other parts of the world, and there are
o"kr "p mkzZbg ebg”l% Ih bm bl ebd*éhlma&Z rfir rfni' eeh "Mk g perd mdpfZm” ma” |blnZZg\
and try to plan too much as taking too many overnight bus trips is exhausting.

The quality of the buses and road conditions vary widely. In  Brazil and Argentina we travelled on the most spacious, com -
fortable buses we have ever experienced. The super cama class of bus in Argentina is like business class on a plane with
almost fully reclining seats, personal TV screens, and meals and a Icohol served at your seat. Via Bariloche is a particularly
good bus company.

HljnZelh azZl Z gnf[*"k h_ engnkr [n]l ebg”l% ZghiZemalkn*gmbeg™d Zkih@gjZk]l man \ZfZ \e
companies Cruz del Sur & Movil Tours is comfortable. As most trips in Peru are overnight we thought the extra expense
was worth it for a better nights sleep.

Bolivia is a different story. There are very few

tarmacked roads so most trips are very bumpy,

and the buses are usually old and decrepit.

LhfA*mbf~rl Urbg® \Zg [» phkmapabe” % ~li*\bZe
ly to reach the Amazon region.

We use Ca@nad Kcqgk|Y ftbjsearch for the
\a”Zi*lm Ub aml'



Safety

We never felt unsafe in South America, and our only problem was a semi-

fn " "bg bg Kbh% [nm p” ]Jb]Jg mjeWnIAN Z g rmdd goveeyer

ma”_m ]Jh”l h\\nk% ~li*\bZeer hg [nI*" ;ANAKKkZgéWb]'[nm ]J]hg m
Here are some tips for keeping your belongings safe in South America:

=hg m d*”i rhnk [Z| bg ma” ho*ka”Z] \hfizkmfrgml| h@]]mNM1 ]dlof™qgmj ZY _k gf [jgo
aware of your bags by your feet as they could get stolen, or slashed

and the contents removed.

Wear a money belt containing your passport, credit cards and most of your cash when travelling between
destinations.

Only carry a small amount of cash and one credit/debit card in your wallet. Always have back up cards
stored in your money belt.

Choose a side opening backpack that is lockable with a small combination lock.

Leave your valuables locked inside your backpack in your hotel room and attach the backpack to a se-
cure piece of furniture using a light cable lock.

Make sure you buy travel insurance. We recommend True Traveller (UK/EU citizens) and World Nomads
(worldwide).

We carried our passports, credit cards and most of our cash in money b elts when we were travelling between

destinations. We travelled with carry-on size backpacks which enabl ed us to keep our bags with us on buses. To

see exactly what we packed for South Americatakealookat gmj hY[cafMydedkl L ] ;Yjjg% Gf LjYn]dd]j2
L] MdlaeYIl] ?ma\] lg HW aoafZ\Raal rhn ahp mh mkZo”e pbma cnlm \Zkkr&hg en "z »
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Learning Spanish

Spanish is spoken all over South America except for Brazil (where they speak Por tuguese) so
travelling here is an excellent opportunity to learn a new language and h  ave plenty of opportuni -
ties to practice. Knowing the basics is essential if you want to tr avel anywhere outside of the big
mhnkblm ]J*"lmbgZmbhgl% ZI mabl blg m ebd® LhnmadZlghebdd' pa~k”

En\dber LiZzgbla blg m mhh ]Jb_U\n
there are plenty of opportunities to study it on

the continent. We would highly recommend
starting your trip with at least a few weeks of
lessons. We took both group classes and pri -

vate lessons and found we learnt a lot quicker

with the one-to-one sessions.

We studied Spanish in a number of locations

and would most recommend Sucre Bolivia for

low prices and a clear spoken Spanish, and
Buenos Aires% :k "gmbgZ Zl bm | Zg Zf
to spend some time, and although the accent

and grammar differ from the rest of the conti -
grgm p” ]JblJgm Ug] bm mhh \aZee”



Vegetarian Food

'Abg’ 0" "mZkbZg bg Lhnma :f"kb\Z pzZl ghm I"Big] PiMfAm@élg ZepZ »Zm [nm bm
pZlg m ZepZrl o*kr mZlmr hk a*Zemar% Zg] pkrbgm~gh¥hEl b hat'h hg] p kX

forced to eat in more expensive tourist restaurants instead. Often it is best to cook for yourself
when you have the opportunity. Learning some Spanish to explain your die tary requirements is
essential as what the term “vegetariano ” actually means is not always understood.

Buenos Aires was the best destination for vege -

tarians with some wonderful vegetarian-friend -

er k"I'mzZnkzZgml% [nm rhn ee aZo™” mh angm ma”f hnm'
Argentina as a whole is probably the easiest

country to travel in as empanadas, pizza and

1ZIlmz Zk™ \hffhg% [nm bm phg-m [*» ma” a*Zemab

est of diets. See our guide to the Best Vegetar-

lan Restaurants in Buenos Aires.

We have written a series of Vegetarian Sur -
vival Guides sharing our tips for vegetarians

in each country we visited, including which lo -
cal dishes are meat-free. See our vegetarian

guides to Brazil, Argentina, HY Y _nB¥ligia,
and H]jm

NeverEndingVoyage.com



Thanks For Reading

P~ ahi™ rhn o™ ”g8duth America Highlights and now have some ideas to plan your own trip to South America.

PA~] eho™” mh a*Zk paZm rhn mabgd h_ mabl [himoeha gfi* & X2 arth rake b pagmU hZakee ardomnehg
here or email us at sianderin@neverendingvoyage.com. Also, please feel free to contact us if you have any questions about
Lhnma :fAkb\Z p~] [ aZiir mh a™ei’

B_ rhn ~gd&ouath]America Highlights p~ ] k*"Zeer Ziik"\bZm” bm b_ rhn \hne] aP&imdmiktZll m
guide by promoting it on Twitter, Facebook, StumbleUpon or yo ur favourite social network. People can sign up to our mail -
ing list to receive their free copy here.

?bgZeer% p~] eho™” mh a~Zk _khf rhn B_ rhn phne] ebd™ mh \hgg”®\m pbma nl rhn \Z¢

Signuptoourfree egfl dq flokdbplIPKK ~]]\
Followuson Loall])pstagram,and Hafl]j]kl

Like our Never Ending Voyage pageon >Y[]Zggc

Add Erin or Never Ending Voyageto your Google Plus circles.

Thanks for reading,

ooo&f]ln]j]f\af_ngqY _]&[ge
sianderin@neverendingvoyage.com
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